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The new rooms hosting the art of Botticelli and his contemporaries are to reopen
Casting a new light on the Early Renaissance and expanding the corpus of Botticelli's 
art with a large detached fresco of the Annunciation 

Rooms 9–15 devoted to the painting of the Early Renaissance have been totally renovated as part of the major Nuovi Uffizi project and will be reopening today. The rooms, which form part of an area that once housed the (now destroyed) Medici theatre designed by Bernardo Buontalenti, host masterpieces by Pollaiolo, Hugo van der Goes and Domenico Ghirlandaio, together with a considerable corpus of paintings by Botticelli, including his celebrated Spring and Birth of Venus.

The rooms in this part of the museum have been renovated in harmony with, and in the same spirit as, the rooms housing the work of the earliest masters, the so-called "Primitves". Each work of art is given plenty of room in order to allow visitors to observe them in the best possible circumstances for as long as they choose. The works are lit by natural light from deep embrasures in the ceiling, coinciding with the surviving truss beams from the roof of Buontalenti's theatre.

The new Botticelli rooms have been designed primarily to meet the need for greater convenience on the part of visitors admiring the collection of his work – a need that Eike Schmidt, the director of the Gallerie degli Uffizi, explained thus: "The paintings have been arranged in the new rooms in such a way as to respond to the flow of visitors before the masterpieces. Visitor experience has thus been immeasurably improved not only in terms of comfort but also in terms of ease of interpretation of the works of art, because each painting is displayed in direct relation to those in its immediate vicinity in terms of style, date or subject matter. Not only do the 'new' walls tangibly illustrate the network of cultural and stylistic relations that existed between the Flemish and Florentine painters, a relationship with which scholars have long been familiar, but they also lay the correct emphasis on Botticelli's later works, while the most famous 'icons', Spring and the Birth of Venus, are placed in proper perspective in the large rooms which are also intercommunicating in a visual sense". 
The sense of this radical overhaul of the gallery's decor has also been grasped in full by the Soprintendenza Archeologia, Belle Arti e Paesaggio per la Città Metropolitana di Firenze e le Province di Pistoia e Prato under the guiding hand of director Andrea Pessina, who added: "The rooms, which have totally renovated in both their architecture and their engineering, are being restored to the visiting public along with the Corridors, which now have a new lighting system. Between the construction of new exhibition areas and the renovation of several of the existing rooms, that brings the exhibition surface restored to date to an overall figure of 7,000 square metres".
The renovation has benefited from a generous donation from the Friends of Florence, a not-for-profit organisation which raised the entire sum required both for the lighting and layout of the rooms and for restoring the paintings themselves in a fundraising campaign among its generous US members that took only six weeks. This act of generosity, as Simonetta Brandolini d'Adda, the foundation's chair, pointed out, once again strengthens the historic tie binding the interests of American culture to Florence's historical heritage: "The renovation of the rooms devoted to the Early Renaissance, hosting the masterpieces of Pollaiolo, Botticelli and Hugo van der Goes, testifies to the intensity of our foundation's interest in the Gallerie degli Uffizi and the works it houses. From the restoration of the statues in the Loggia dei Lanzi via the Room of Niobe, the Tribune and Roberto Barni's sculpture for the 20th anniversary of the Mafia car bomb in Via dei Georgofili right up to the Gabinetto Disegni e Stampe and the project for the Early Renaissance rooms, Friends of Florence has been playing a front-line role since 1998, working hand in hand with the institutions and the Gallerie degli Uffizi's management on preserving and enhancing these masterpieces. Sandro Botticelli but also Antonio del Pollaiolo, with their work now once again on display in these renovated rooms, are part and parcel of the American vision of the Renaissance, and we in Friends of Florence have chosen to dedicate this project to the 50th anniversary of the flood of 1966 as a tribute to the city of Florence, in order not to forget – indeed to remind the whole world – that it is of the greatest importance to safeguard and preserve our culture and to pass it on to future generations because it is the very foundation on which we have to build the future of Western society, of our society".
Interview contact: Secretary to the Director +39.0552388852/-862/-837 ga-uff.segreteria@beniculturali.it
Press office

Gallerie degli Uffizi: Lucia Mascalchi +39.05523885/3298136087 lucia.mascalchi@beniculturali.it 

Friends of Florence: Elisa Bonini mob. +39.3336729563 elisaboniniitaly@friendsofflorence.org; 
                             abroad: Renee Gardner +1.2023333705 renee@friendsofflorence.org 

All content and illustrations are available in the press area of our website www.uffizi.it; for access, simply key in your credentials: http://www.polomuseale.firenze.it/areastampa/accesso.php 

Access credentials will be recorded; if you do not wish to receive information regarding our future initiatives, please e-mail us on ga.uff.comunicazione@beniculturali.it asking for your name to be removed – failure to do so will result in the address entered automatically joining  our media mailing list. You may ask to be removed from the list at any time.
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